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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims as follows. The claims are in the format as required by 35 
C.F.R.§ 1.121. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of identifying a visitor at a network site comprising: 
receiving , at a website server, [[an]] a network address fpem of a visitor server computer 

and a first characteristic of a requesting visitor computer from the visitor server computer over a 
first network, wherein the visitor server computer is communicatively coupled to the requesting 
visitor computer over a second network and wherein the first characteristic of the requesting 
visitor computer is obtained, by the visitor server computer from a header portion of a request 
for Information sent from the requesting visitor computer to the visitor server computer over the 
second network : 

determining, at the website server, if a second characteristic of the requesting visitor 
computer is needed from the ^^sitor server computer: 

requesting , bv the website server, additional information regarding [[a]] the second 
characteristic of the requesting visitor computer after r e ce i ving tho address and tho first 
charact e ristic , wherein said requesting additional information comprises sending , bv the website 
server, a request for the second characteristic of the requesting visitor computer to the visitor 
server compute r over the first network : 

receiving , at the website server, the additional information regarding the second 
characteristic of the requesting visitor computer from the visitor server compute r over the first 
network, wherein the second characteristic is obtained, by the visitor server computer, from the 
header portion of the request sent from the requesting visitor computer to the visitor server 
computer over the second network : and 

generating , at the website server, a first visitor identifier using the network address 
provided by the visitor server computer , the first characteristic of the requestinq visitor computer 
and the second characteristi c of the requesting visitor computer . 

2. {Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein generating the first visitor identifier 
is performed using only Uie network address and information within a user-agent string of [[a]] 
the request originating from the requesting visitor computer. 
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3. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, wherein the user-agent string includes a 
browser identifier for a browser application on the requesting visitor computer and compatibility 
information regarding the browser application. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the first characteristic of the 
requesting visitor computer comprises a type of computer, a CPU identifier, an OS, a browser 
application, a version of a browser application, compatibility information regarding the browser 
application, locale information, an accessory that can be activated by the browser application, a 
display size, a resolution setting, or whether a programming language is enabled. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the visitor server computer is 
d i fferent from the communicatively coupled to a plurality of reguestinq visitor compute rs over 
the second network . 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5, further comprising sending wherein the 
first characteristic is sent f rom the requesting visitor computer to the visitor server computer 
before the website server generating the first visitor identifier. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5, further comprising: 

receiving th e address from the visitor server computer-aR4 a second characteristic of a 
second requesting visitor computer, wherein the thifd second reguesting v isitor computer is 
different from the visitor server computer and the requesting visitor computer; and 

generating a second visitor identifier using the network address of the visitor server 
computer and the second characteristic of the second requesting visitor computer . 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein: 

th e visitor s e rv e r comput e r and the r e qu e sting v i s i tor comput e rs are the sam e comput e r; 
the first characteristic is a first characteristic of a first browsing environment of the 
requesting visitor computer ; and 

the method further comprises: 

receiving th e address from the visitor server computer aRd-a second characteristic of a 
second browsing environmen t of the requesting visitor computer , wherein the first and second 
browsing environments use the same OS, browser application, and version of browser 
application; and 
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generating a second visitor identifier using the networl<: address provided by the visitoj" 
server computer and tiie second characteristic of the second browsing environment of the 
requesting visitor computer . 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein generating the first visitor identifier is 
performed without the use of a cookie. 

10. (Cancelled). 

11. (Cancelled). 

1 2. (Currently Amended) A data processing system readable storage medium comprising 
code embod i ed i n a data process i ng system roadab lo m e dium storing computer-executable 
code for identifying a visitor at a network site , the code comprising: 

an instruction for accessing an a website server to access [[an]] a network address frem 
of a visitor server computer and a first characteristic of a requesting visitor compute r from a 
visitor server computer over a first network, wherein the visitor server computer is 
communicatively coupled to the requesting visitor computer over a second network and wherein 
the first characteristic of the requesting visitor computer is obtained, by the visitor server 
computer, from a header portion of a request for information sent from the requesting visitor 
computer to the visitor server computer over the second network : 

an instruction for the website server to determine if a second characteristic of the 
requesting visitor computer is needed from the visitor server computer: 

an instruction for requesting i nformation r e gard i ng the website server to send a request 
forthe_second characteristic of the requesting visitor computer to the visitor server computer 
over the first network a fter receiving the network address provided bv the visitor server 
computer and the first characteristic where i n roqu o sting i nformation compr i s e s sending a 
requ e st for th e s e cond charact e ristic of the requesting ^flsitor computer te -from t he visitor server 
computer; 

an instruction for accessing the website server to access r e c e ived i nformation regarding 
the second characteristic of the requesting visitor computer received from the visitor server 
compute r, wherein the second characteristic was obtained, by the visitor server computer, from 
the header portion of the request sent from the requesting visitor computer to the visitor server 
computer over the second network : and 
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an instruction for gen e rating the web server to generate a first visitor identifier using tfie 
networl< address provided bv the visitor server computer , tiie first ctiaracteristic of the 
requesting visitor computer and the second characteristic of the requesting visitor computer , 

13. (Currently Amended) The data processing system readable storage medium of claim 12, 
wherein the code further comprises an instruction for g e nerating t he web server to generate the 
first visitor identifier is e x e cut e d using only the network address and information within a user- 
agent string of ahthe request originating from the requesting visitor computer 

14. {Currently Amended) The data processing system readable storage medium of claim 13, 
wherein the user-agent string includes a browser identifier for a browser application on the 
requesting visitor computer and compatibility information regarding the browser application. 

15. (Currently Amended) The data processing system readable storage medium of claim 12, 
wherein the first characteristic of the requesting visitor computer comprises a type of computer, 
a CPU identifier, an OS, a browser application, a version of a browser application, compatibility 
information regarding the browser application, locale information, an accessory that can be 
activated by the browser application, a display size, a resolution setting, or whether a 
programming language is enabled. 

16. (Currently Amended) The data processing system readable storage medium of claim 12, 
wherein the visitor server computer is diff e r e nt from the communicatively coupled to a plurality 
gf_requesting visitor compute rs over the second network , 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The data processing system readable storage medium of claim 1 6, 
wherein t he code furi:her comprises: 

an instmction for access i ng th e addr e ss from th e vis i tor serv e r computer and the web 
server to access a second characteristic of a second requesting visitor computer received from 
the visitor server computer , wherein the second requesting visitor computer is different from the 
visitor server computer and the requesting visitor computei^; and 

an instruction for generating the web server to generate a second visitor identifier using 
the network address of the visitor server computer and the second characteristic of the second 
requesting visitor computer . 
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18. (Currently Amended) The data processing system readable storage medium of claim 12, 
wlierein: 

the visitor sorvor computor - and - th e-re qu e sting visitor computers ar e th e same compute r; 
the first characteristic is a first characteristic of a first browsing environmen t of the 
requesting visitor computer : and 

wherein the code further comprises: 

an instruction for rec e iv i ng the addr e ss from the visitor s e rver computer and the web 
server to access a second characteristic of a second browsing environment of the requesting 
visitor computer from the visitor server computer , wherein the first and second browsing 
environments use the same OS, browser application, and version of browser application; and 

an instruction for g e n e rating the web server to generate a second visitor identifier using 
the network address provided by the visitor server computer and the second characteristic_of 
the second browsing environment of the requesting visitor computer . 

19. (Currently Amended) The data processing system readable storage medium of claim 1 2, 
wherein neither the first characteristic nor the second characteristic of the requesting visitor 
computer is a cool<ie and wherein th e i nstruct i on for gen e rat i ng the first visitor identifier is 
e xecuted generated w ithout the use of a cookie. 

20. (Cancelled). 

21. (Cancelled). 

22. (Currently Amended) A system for identifying a visitor at a network site comprising: 
ind i v i dua l a pluralitv of requesting visitor computers; 

a network site computer; and 

a visitor server computer bidirectionaily coupled to the indiv i dual plurality of requesting 
visitor computers and to the network site computer, wherein: 

the visitor server computer is configured to not pro^^de an address of any of the 
individual reauestinq visitor computeiB to the network site computer; and 

the network site computer is configured to: 

request information r e garding a first characteristi c the visitor server computer to 

send one or more characteristics of at least one of the pluralitv of requesting indiv i dua l 

visitor computers wh e r e in r e qu e sting information comprisos sonding a ro qu e st - fo p- t he 
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first characteristic of the r o qucsting ind i vidua l vi s itor comput e r to the v isi tor s e rv e r 
computer , 

receive^ information regard i ng the first character i st i c from the visitor server 
compute r, a network address of the visitor server computer and the one or more 
characteristics of the at least one of the plurality of requesting visitor computers, 
wherein the one or more characteristics of the at least one of the plurality of requesting 
visitor computers are obtained, by the visitor server computer, from a header portion of 
a request sent from the at least one of the plurality of requesting visitor computers to the 
visitor server computer, and 

generate a visitor identifier from [[anj| the network address r e c e iv e d from of the 
visitor server compute r, th e f i rst character i st i c, and a - s e GQnd - €haract 9 ri6t i c the one or 
more characteristics of the at least one of the plurality of requesting i ndiv i dua l visitor 
computers. 

23. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 22, wherein at least one of the ind i vidual 
Plurality of requesting v isitor computers is not configured to receive cookies, 

24. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 18, wherein the visitor server computer 
regulates communications across a firewall, wherein each of the plurality of requesting visitor 
computers operates behind the firewall, and wherein the network site computer and any of the 
individua l plurality of requesting v isitor computers communicate to each other via the visitor 
server computer, 

25. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 22, wherein the visitor server computer 
provid e s is configured to provide a characteristic of the at least one of the plurality of requesting 
i nd i v i dua l - > ^sitor computers to the network site compute r in response to receiving the reguest 
sent from the at (east one of the plurality of requesting visitor computers to the visitor server 
computer . 



